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Dear Parents, 

Happy new year to you all. I hope you had a lovely Christmas. It seems so long ago now. 

Spring term already, wow! Time has definitely flown by. The children have settled back to school 

really well and seem very ready to engage in their learning and have lots of fun this term!  

This term our Topic will begin with The History of Toys but this will lead us into a topic we are going 

to call A Day in the Life of my Grandparents, with a focus on days at school. 

Outlined below is what we will be covering in each subject. 

Literacy: This term we will be linking literacy to our history and science topics wherever we can.  We 

have already had a go at writing our own stories about what our toys do when we are asleep, using the 

story Magical Toy Box and the classic music masterpiece ‘March of the Toys’ to ignite the children’s 

imagination.  This week we are going to become ‘Toys in the Woods’.  We hope to go to the woods to 

act out being toys, then using photographs as visual reminders the children will write an account of 

what they did by writing in past tense and using time connectives (First, Then, Next, After that, 

Finally).  Towards the end of this half term we are going to learn about Chines New Year and write a 

recount of the Chinese New Year story.  We will also be learning how to write accurate instructions 

that can be followed by a class peer.  In our science topic we will be learning how to keep healthy and 

using the story Oliver’s Vegetables as a stimulus the children will write their own food diaries, 

focussing on improving their punctuation skills.  This term we are going to have a big focus on 

developing spelling, punctuation and grammar skills, including full stops, capital letters, commas, 

suffixes and prefixes. 

Maths: In maths we will be revisiting and progressing in all areas of the maths curriculum. We have 

begun with number and place value and the children have amazed us with how well they have retained 

these skills. We will be working on our addition and subtraction skills as well as multiplication, division 

and fractions, including counting 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s and splitting objects and numbers in half, quarters 

and three quarters. We will continue to work on 3D shapes, including describing their properties. We 

will also cover data handling, position/direction and time.  

Science: We are beginning our topic on animals. We will learn about the baby animals and how animals, 

including humans grow. The children will be taught the six animal groups: mammals, birds, fish, 

insects, reptiles, amphibians and which of these lay eggs and which give birth to a live baby.  We will 

also learn about the basic needs of all living things, including plants.  We will then move on to think 

about keeping healthy through our diet, exercise and hygiene.  As mentioned in the autumn term 

letter we will also explore animals and their habitats later in the term. 

Topic (Geography/History): We are going to have a history focus this term.  As stated at the top of 

the letter, we will begin with the History of Toys and then move on to A Day in the Life of my 

Grandprents. Our topic will begin by the children bringing in and discussing their favourite toys.  We 

will then  look at and compare different toys through-out history.  After half term we will then move 



on to compare school experiences of the children’s parents, grandparents and even great 

grandparents.  We will cover aspects such as their school uniform, school dinners, favourite 

playground games, school lessons and Dum Dum DUM …… school teachers! We are going to have a 

‘Grandparents Day’ but this will be extended to our parents and great grandparents if you wish to 

join.  Grandparents can come into school and answer questions from the children about their days at 

school.  We would love it if Grandparents can bring in photographs or any other memorabilia to share. 

Art/DT: The children are going to be doing a range of art activities, including making clay models of 

themselves, a study of Wallisy Kandinsky and creating their own concentric circle paintings, a bird 

collage which will link to their work on the Royal Society of the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and the 

school bird watch.  We will also be doing some Chines New Year art activities. 

ICT: We will develop skills in word processing and labelling a picture on the computers and begin 

learning about internet safety at an age appropriate level. 

PE: PE will continue to be taught by specialist coaches. The Tennis coach in on a Tuesday afternoon 

and a gymnastics and multi-skills coach on a Thursday afternoon. Please ensure tracksuits are in 

school. 

MUSIC: Music will also be taught by a specialist teacher. The children will develop skills in rhythm, 

use a variety of instruments and learn songs. They have begun a topic on Africa and have already 

learnt an African song and used African instruments. 

RE: RE will be taught by Mrs Adair and Mrs Hampson on Fridays. So far the children have covered 

the Epiphany.  They will learn the Christian story of Creation, how different faiths celebrate New 

Year and Chinese New Year Celebrations. 

Thank you for your continuing support with your child’s learning. If you have any further questions 

about how you can support your child at home please do not hesitate to ask. 

Warm wishes, 

Miss Hearn 

 

 


